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Drought Characteristics of Haihe Plain Based on
SPI and Cloud Model
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Abstract: According to the daily precipitation of 20 meteorological stations in Haihe Plain from 1955 to
2019 the standardized precipitation index ( SPI) on annual scale and seasonal scale was calculated and
the drought frequency and spatial and temporal characteristics of different levels on each scale were
analyzed. Taking annual scale SPI as the sample the normal cloud generator algorithm and the multi-step
restoring reverse cloud transformation algorithm were used to construct the cloud model to analyze the
randomness and stability of drought. The results showed that the drought frequency in Haihe Plain was
mainly between 0.28 and 0.31 with the characteristics of high frequency of light drought and low
frequency of heavy drought. The frequency of spring drought was the highest and winter drought was the
lowest. The differences between regions and between years were the greatest in summer. The three
characteristic parameters of the interannual SPI cloud model were all showed decreasing trends in which
the entropy significantly was decreased and the superentropy was significantly and positively correlated
with the entropy that was the randomness and inhomogeneity of the SPI distribution showed a consistent
trend. In space the superentropy and entropy of each station showed a very significant negative
correlation the randomness and inhomogeneity showed an opposite trend. The inter-annual differences of
cloud characteristics were greater than the inter-site differences that was the cloud model can better
reflect the randomness and stability of regional inter-annual SPI in space. Haihe Plain tended to be drier
in general and the randomness of SPI of each station was decreased significantly and tended to be stable
and uniform.
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Fig.2 Spatial distribution maps of drought frequency on annual scale
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Tab.2 Frequency intervals and averages of drought at all levels of meteorological stations in four seasons

0.26 0.38 0.08 0.23 0.05 0.14 0 0.08 0 0.03
0.19 0.40 0.02 0.22 0.06 0.14 0 0.10 0 0.07
0.18 0.35 0.06 0.25 0.03 0.13 0 0.09 0 0.05
0.16 0.33 0.05 0.18 0.03 0.15 0 0.11 0 0.05
0.3146 0.1573 0.0937 0.0462 0.0196
0.306 5 0.1408 0.095 6 0.0457 0.024 5
0.2893 0.1416 0.0817 0.038 4 0.027 6
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Fig.3 Spatial distribution maps of drought frequency in seasons
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Fig.8 Typical SPI membership clouds
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